


STATEMENT OF SHASTA GAUGHEN, 
TRIBAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER FOR
THE PALA BAND OF MISSION INDIANS

My name is Shasta Gaughen. I am the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for the Pala Band of Mission Indians. It is my job to fulfill federal and state requirements for the protection and preservation of historic, cultural, and archaeological resources within the Pala reservation. It is also my duty to consult and advise on projects that affect Pala’s traditional use areas, whether or not they fall within reservation boundaries. It is in this capacity that I address you today.
The Gregory Canyon landfill project is an environmental, cultural, and political affront to the Luiseño and Cupeño people of Pala and neighboring reservations. For over twenty years, the Pala Band of Mission Indians has been fighting to prevent the Gregory Canyon Landfill. This landfill would completely desecrate and destroy Gregory Mountain, one of the most important sacred sites of the Luiseño people. Known as Chokla, this spiritual site is one of the resting places of the spirit Takwic. Chokla is venerated by all Luiseño people today, not just those of the Pala band. Allowing the Gregory Canyon Landfill to be built on the flanks of Chokla would be akin to building a trash dump around the walls of a cathedral. Furthermore, the landscape around Gregory Mountain – including the canyon and surrounding hills – is part of an integrated ceremonial and ritual complex that has been used by the Luiseño people for untold generations. The cumulative impacts of development have radically transformed many of the lands held sacred by Indian people. It is too much to ask for them to give up yet another piece of their living heritage.
I have often found that many people are skeptical when Indian tribes claim that an area has sacred or religious significance. This is because Indian spiritual and religious customs are not celebrated in the public eye. Sacred sites, such as those listed with the Native American Heritage Commission, are kept in confidence for  good reason. Public exposure, vandalism, and desecration are just some of the consequences Indian people fear when considering whether or not to reveal the location of sacred sites. For this reason, Pala has long been hesitant to discuss the spiritual significance of Chokla in detail. However, when the landfill project was first proposed over twenty years ago, Pala – and other Luiseño bands – realized that the risk of exposure was far outweighed by the risk of their mountain and their river being desecrated by the Gregory Canyon garbage dump. Do not be fooled by arguments that Pala’s opposition stems from their casino, or that there is no archaeological evidence testifying to Chokla’s significance. Native ways of knowing and navigating the spiritual and sacred often leave no trace on the land – yet, the mark they leave on the cultural lives of the people is indelible. Allowing the desecration of Chokla and the San Luis Rey river with a landfill is allowing the desecration of the spiritual heart of a people with a long history of suffering and inequality.
Another issue that must be addressed is the inadequacy of the cultural resource reviews that have been undertaken by the project proponents. Gregory Canyon Ltd. appears to pick and choose among cultural reports until they find one that suits their purposes. Archaeologists GCL has hired who have told them that the site is far too culturally rich to be developed have been dismissed in favor of those who are willing to tell the proponents what they want to hear. Furthermore, the cultural reviews have failed to take into account the views and experiences of the Luiseno people living today. Not all cultural uses will leave a visible mark upon the land, but without the direct input of those who use this sacred site, its spiritual, religious, and ritual significance goes unremarked.  
Presidential Executive Order 13175 states that federal “agencies shall respect Indian tribal self-government and sovereignty, honor tribal treaty and other rights, and strive to meet the responsibilities that arise from the unique legal relationship between the federal government and Indian tribal governments.” On November 5, 2009, President Barack Obama released a memorandum to the heads of all federal agencies regarding the implementation of Executive Order 13175,  stating “history has shown that failure to include the voices of tribal officials in formulating policy affecting their communities has all too often led to undesirable and, at times, devastating and tragic results. By contrast, meaningful dialogue between Federal officials and tribal officials has greatly improved Federal policy toward Indian tribes. Consultation is a critical ingredient of a sound and productive Federal-tribal relationship.” Fulfilling this executive mandate means including a full and thorough review of the cultural and spiritual implications of the proposed landfill on the Luiseno people. A new cultural resource review and consultation, following the law as dictated under Section 106 of the NHPA, should be done before the landfill project goes any further. Moreover, the conclusions of that review – which will find unequivocally that the landfill will do unacceptable damage – should be more than enough to show that the landfill must not happen at this site. California’s native people have lost enough. I urge the Army Corps to do the right thing and deny the permit for this project. 
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