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The Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr.
Governor of California
State Capitol, Suite 1173
Sacramento, CA  95814
                                             ref:  SB 833

Dear Governor Brown:

During your years at St. Ignatius and the Sacred Heart Novitiate, I expect you studied “comparative religions” and that most were monotheistic  -  Judaism, Christianity, Islam, the Baha’i faith, Sikhism ... 

Did your studies, perhaps, include the Luiseño?

Long before the Franciscans’ arrival, the Luiseño (hill people given that name by
the Mission Fathers) had established their belief in a single powerful deity, and with
a history of the world’s origin that is remarkably parallel to the Book of Genesis. 

Ask the Smithsonian.   Luiseño monotheism was unique among native peoples in California, reported A.L. Kroeber, an ethno-linguist they employed early last century.  He studied the 50 distinct native civilizations in California, over a 17 year span.  His monumental work, “Handbook of the Indians of California” was submitted in 1919.  Kroeber’s “Bulletin 78 of the Bureau of American Ethnology of the Smithsonian Institute” ran 995 pages.  An epic performance by this man!

So if there are those in California who consider the Luiseños’ respect for Gregory Mountain to be based on a remnant of some “primitive,” perhaps even “quaint” religion, Kroeber’s extensive research proves this:  the Luiseño people have always believed in one God: the same God the Luiseño believe in now, and whom they worship at the Mission and their sacred sites – the very same God you believe in.     
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Wrote Kroeber of the Luiseño faith:  “… there is a remarkable attempt at abstract conceptualizing, which leaves an impression of boldness and … a vast grandeur of thought.”   As you yourself know, Governor Brown, so did the ancient Luiseño know: man possesses a soul, “shune,” a soul that continues for eternity.  

The ancients, seeing the blaze of the Milky Way (“Piwish”) each night, saw it 
as the destination for their immortal souls, with each star as an ancestor. 

Night also displays the return of the legendary spirit “Takwish,” who signified death as the completion of earthly life, and appears as a comet, streaking across the sky.
Takwish, wrote Kroeber, spent part of his life with the Luiseño, and on his final journey stopped for water at Pala – with “pala” being the Luiseño name for water.

Thus, the Luiseños’ fight against the Gregory Canyon Landfill asks you to respect 
both the sacred mountain where Takwish rested, and the waters that are sacred to the Takwish legend. 

I am not Luiseño.  (I’m Irish/Danish.)  I’m not employed or compensated by the Pala Tribe or any other tribal administration.  But as a rancher I have lived a lifetime next to First Nations people, starting as a child on the prairies, contiguous with a Crow Indian Reservation, and  since 1981, as a grower in San Diego’s North County.

For 30 years I have lived and farmed, surrounded by the Pala, Pechanga, Rincon, 
La Jolla and San Pasqual reservations.  I’ve seen their progress and civic outreach. Even before the advent of casinos, they shared with the community, when they, themselves had so little. I have watched their kids graduate, and have grieved at their elders’ funerals.  

And I have studied their history, because they are my neighbors.

Over that 30 years I have also served on the Board of Directors of the Farm Bureau, 
San Diego County Taxpayers Association, and am a 2002 graduate of LEAD San Diego.  I’ve also served as a County Planning Commissioner and on various task forces.  
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Thus, as both a farmer and a planner, I am alarmed by the threat of a landfill draining into the pristine San Luis Rey aquifer, one that provides the City of Oceanside with 20% of its drinking water, and that supports farming for many in Pauma Valley. 

Despite claims of new technology, the landfill “liner” protects only 20% of the crater.  Toxic leachate oozing into the fractured bedrock below cannot be remediated – 
You can’t take thousands of tiny brushes and scrub each shard of granitic quartz.  
The aquifer cannot be replaced.  Developed over eons, it would be destroyed – 
for 30 years of garbage $$$.  Water flowing through it would be poisoned forever.
 
As would the Luiseños’ personal worship at their sacred site be defiled by literally hundreds of garbage trucks daily, with the shriek of their back-up signals, grinding across Gregory Mountain, so close to the Luiseños’ historic open-air sanctuary.

Governor Brown, I ask you to sign SB 833 into law, to protect both the environment and the Luiseños’ historic place of reflection and worship on Gregory Mountain.

Surely the pursuit of profit by the landfill’s developer – who avoided all planning processes by getting city votes from 50 miles south of here (in the same election 
that returned Duke Cunningham to Congress – so much for the voters’ acumen … )
surely 30 years of “big bucks in the trash biz” for the developer, is no reason to destroy a sacred site that has supported thousands of years of Luiseño worship. 

Through the privations of early history, through the decimation of their population from European diseases in the 19th Century, through forced relocation in the early 20th Century, through drought and famine, they have kept their heritage intact.

Now, your signature, Governor Brown, will save this heritage – for eternity.
Respectfully, I ask you to sign SB 833, “et non confundas me in expectatione mea … ” 

With great appreciation,

                                       
